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not very much to take issue with. His main contention is against 
the English representatives of the Baur school, who were understood 
to be already hors de combat. Next to them is Harnack, with whom 
he sometimes agrees and sometimes disagrees. But this is no more 
than every scholar does. And Mr. Pullan takes up with not a few of 
the hypotheses of current biblical criticism, e. g., an earlier set of 
dates for the apostolic age (pp. 294-7), the South-Galatian view (p. 55), 
and the theory of a continuous as against an eschatological judgment 
(p. 51). It is only what we should expect when we find him arguing 
earnestly for the limited fatherhood of God (p. 80), the Pauline 
authorship of the pastoral epistles (p. 71), the apostolic origin of 
episcopacy (pp. 269-79), the identity of the church with the king- 
dom of God (pp. 264 f.), and the like. 

One commends the enterprise of the publishers of this volume 
in offering at so small a price a book of so many pages, so well made 
up, and so good typographically. The only errors which have been 
noticed are misspellings on pp. 118, 136, and 267. 

C. W. V. 



The Epistle to the Hebrews. The First Apology for Christianity. 
An Exegetical Study. By Professor A. B. Bruce, D.D. 
New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. xii + 451. 
#2.50, net. 

In this volume we have a valuable addition to the literature on the 
epistle to the Hebrews. It becomes a necessary part of one's exeget- 
ical equipment. Though it does not appear in commentary fashion, 
it is a commentary in fact, and at the same time a biblical-theological 
treatise. The epistle to the Hebrews is little read or studied in com- 
parison with the gospels, Acts, and Paulirle epistles, a neglect which 
is due mainly to the fact that its problem is with features of first- 
century Judaism, with which we are only historically concerned ; but 
in some measure, also, to the archaeological character of most com- 
mentaries on the book. Professor Bruce has presented the epistle 
with an enthusiasm, simplicity, and clearness which will surely awaken 
interest and study. I think it can be said of no previous work on the 
epistle that it is easy or attractive reading ; but this book of Professor 
Bruce's almost, perhaps quite, attains to that excellence. 

The contents of the volume, with the exception of the opening and 
closing chapters, were published ten years ago in the Expositor, as a 
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series of articles. They now appear carefully revised, in some portions 
rewritten. And the work as a whole represents the study of a period 
of thirty years. The books which Dr. Bruce has found most helpful 
in the interpretation of the epistle to the Hebrews are the commen- 
taries of Westcott (1889), Vaughan (1890), Weiss (1888), von Soden 
(1892), and Menegoz's La theologie de I'lipitre aux Hebreux (1894). 
His own contribution to the study of this New Testament book will 
rank with these. 

Regarding the circumstances in which the epistle arose, Dr. Bruce 
is strongly of the opinion that it was directly addressed to Hebrews 
(vs. Schiirer, Weizsacker, von Soden, McGiffert, Pfleiderer), and feels 
sure that criticism must swing back to this traditional view. Where 
these Hebrews were he admits is uncertain, but thinks it probable that 
they were in Jerusalem, or at any rate Palestine. The highly probable 
date of its composition is just before the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A. D. 
No attempt is made to settle the question of authorship ; but Luther's 
conjecture that it was Apollos is regarded by Dr. Bruce as plausible, 
if not probable. The caution given is against identifying the author, 
whoever he was, too closely with any one school of thought, Alexan- 
drian, Pauline, or rabbinical ; he is a free, independent spirit, full of 
originalities. 

The epistle to the Hebrews is an apologetic writing, a defense and 
exposition of Christianity with respect to Judaism ; the writer knows 
and honors the old, but exalts the new as superior and permanent. 
" It is the only writing in the New Testament of a formally and sys- 
tematically apologetic nature," says Dr. Bruce, and the title page 
characterizes it as " the first apology for Christianity." This charac- 
terization is true if we still recognize that the gospels and Acts, 
Romans, Galatians. and 1 Peter — not to mention others — are also 
apologetic writings in their primary intent, though, perhaps, not so 
" formally and systematically apologetic" as the epistle to the Hebrews. 
Dr. Bruce has accomplished what he wished — he has "unveiled the 
soul " of this piece of New Testament literature. The spirit, the 
method, and the purpose of this Hellenist writer have been clearly 
shown in the first and last chapters of this work. As a biblical-theo- 
logical study of the epistle to the Hebrews it is of great value. 

C. W. V. 



